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incapable of moral effort necessary for satyagraha so long as they
were in the grip of intoxicants. He felt that women and students
had a special opportunity to advance this reform. By opening
recreation booths and by acts of loving service they could
acquire on addicts a hold which would compel them to listen to
the appeal to give up the evil habit.139
Communal unity implies "an unbreakable heart-unity" and
not mere political unity which may be imposed. Religious
bitterness is a sign of lack of non-violent atmosphere. Gandhiji
expected every Congressman to have the same regard for other
faiths as he had for his own and to cultivate friendship with
persons representing faiths other than his own.140
The last sixteen months of his life were devoted to the
eradication of communal violence which broke out in India as
a result of the decision to divide the country. Communal vio-
lence was, according to him, fatal to freedom and democracy.
The majority community should constitute themselves into the
guardians of the minority and give to the latter full religious
and cultural freedom. The minority should be fearless and
should neither migrate in panic nor depend on the police and
the military for their protection. If attacked they should defend
themselves non-violently, i.e., they should know the art of dying
with self-respect. If they lacked capacity for non-violence they
should defend themselves even violently. He held that the only
way to ensure life with honour and safety to non-Muslims in
Pakistan was to ensure it for Muslims in India.
In the cold weather of 1946-47, he experimented with the
non-violence of the brave in pursuance of his "do or die"
mission in the villages of Noakhali. He distributed his trusted
disciples in the affected areas to work to bring about peace bet-
ween Hindus and Muslims. Himself barefoot he pilgrimaged
from village to village staying as far as possible in Muslim
homes and expounding his message of the non-violence of the
brave. His Noakhali pilgrimage and his fasts of September 1947
and January 1948 allayed communal bitterness. He however
aroused the wrath of some people and died a martyr to the
cause of communal unity.
139 Constructive Programme, cited above, p. 7. See also pp. 317-18, infra.
140 Ibid., cited above, p. 4.